Detention Centre, Diploma Project, Alexandra Kvasnicova

Alexandra has managed to respond to a delicate and challenging topic with a well considered
and thought-provoking project.

Looking at the overall presentation | think that the achievement of Alexandra lies in the
understanding of the topic, the careful composition of diverse functions and the development

of a fantastic floor plan. '

In the first moment the plans seem fairly plain and rational, but when looking closer, the
drawings reveal a beautiful range of different interior and as well as exterior spaces: The idea
of a small village of different buildings; the combination of three types of courtyards; the slight
volumetric shift from the day to the night zone; the different heights of buildings; the different
orientations; the perimeter wall and the different gardens that are created between the wall
and the buildings; the varying proportions of windows that characterise and differentiate each
building from the inside and outside; gentle level changes between landscape and buildings;
internal and external passages. All those details seem to be the heart of the project and are
revealed when looking closer at the drawings.

In a way, a detention centre needs to be a functional machine that is highly controlled on the
one side and also very fragile in its atmosphere on the other side. | think Alexandra explained
this challenge well and managed to develop a project that balances pragmatic with spatial
considerations.

The collages are a great attempt to give a feeling for the project by composing a journey
through the different spaces and ‘moods’. Although | don't think they give full justice to the
project as described through Alexandra’s words and drawings. | would like to highlight three
points:

Even though the landscape has been considered carefully in terms of its diversity and
orientation in relation to the building and the program, in the images the landscape feels rather
abstract. They do not fully represent the beautiful contrast of wild, lush and controlled
landscape, which seems to be key to the interior atmosphere of the spaces.

My other comment in relation to the images is about the differentiation of the facades. Even
though the different proportions of windows characterise each building facade, the courtyards
could be characterised more strongly through facades that change in texture - treating each
courtyard more strongly as outdoor rooms of different nature, underlining the idea of a village
and its spatial diversity.

Finally, | would be curious to see more views of the different corridors as described in the
drawings. Those corridors are key spaces to the overall function of the project. As you have
pointed out, they are not purely circulation space but also a social space that connects the
outdoor spaces as well as the very private spaces. Those corridor zones create relationships
between ‘neighbours’ and they pull together the different programs of the centre.

Having said that, | do believe that latter points are more a question of representation and in my
opinion do not affect the overall project and Alexandra’s ambition.




Congratulations on a great project.

| put forward the grade: A

Max Kahlen &
Dyvik Kahlen Architects; Londan




Detenc¢ny ustav, Diplomovy projekt, Alexandra Kvasnicova

Alexandre sa podarilo odpovedat na delikatnu a celkom vyzyvava tému s dobre
premyslenym a provokujucim projektom.

Pri prezerani celkovej prezentacie vnimam, Ze dosiahnuty vysledok Alex klame v
pochopeni témy, opatrna kompozicia rozli¢nych funkci a tak isto aj vznik fantastického
podorysu.

V prvom momente sa pédorysy zdaju jednoduché a racionalne, ale pri pohlade bliz$ie sa
ukaZe krasne spektrum roznorodych interiérovych priestorov, ako aj exteriérovych:
Myslienka malej dediny s r6znymi budovami; kombinacia troch typov &trii; jemné
objemoveé zmeny z dennej casti do noénej; rozne vysky jednotlivych objemov; rozne
orientacie pavilénov; obvodovy mur a réznorodé dvory, ktoré vznikaju medzi mdrom a
budovou; rézne proporcie okien, ktoré charakterizuju a odlisuju kazdu budovu zvonka aj
zvnutra; jemné terénne rozdiely medzi budovou a terénom; interiérové a exteriérové
pasaze. VSetky tieto detaily su odividne srdcom celého projektu a su viditelné pri bliz§iom
nahliadnuti.

Detencné centrum musi byt jedna fungujica masina, na jednej strane je kontrolovana, ale
na druhej strane tieZ velmi krehka v celkovej atmosfére. Myslim si, Ze to v8etko Alexandra

velmi dobre vysvetlila tito vyzvu a podarilo sa jej vytvorit projekt, ktori je v rovnovahe s
pragmatizmom a s priestorovymi Gvahami.

Kolaze su dobrym prinosom do projektu a pomocou prechadzky skrz réznorodé priestory
zobrazuju atmosféry. Av8ak myslim si, Ze nie su dostadujlce nato, aby konkurovali tomu,
ako projekt Alexandra vysvetlila vo vykresoch a slovach. Preto by som spomenul tri body:

Aj napriek tomu, Ze prirodna zlozka projektu bola zvolena dokladne, vzhladom k orientacii
a rézmorodosti vo vztahu k budove a programu, v obrazkoch pdsobi velmi abstraktne.
Nereprezentuje Uplne ten kontrast divokej, bujnej a kontrolovanej prirody, ¢o je hlavnym
kluGom atmosféry interiérovych priestorov.

MG&j dalsi komentar sa tyka roznorodosti fasad. Aj napriek tomu, Ze rézne proporcie okien
charakterizuju jednotlivi budovu, myslim si, Ze atria by mohli byt rieené aj silnejsie,
napriklad zmenou textdry - brané ako vonkajsie izby réznorodej prirody, co by posilnilo
myslienku “dediny” a priestorovej diverzity.

Nakoniec by ma tiez zaujimalo vidiet viac pohladov komunika&nych priestorov, ako boli
vysvetlené vo vykresoch. Chodby su klti¢om k funkcie celého objektu. Nie st chapané len
ako chodby, ale hlavne ako sociélny priestorm ktory prepdja jednotlivé &asti projektu.
Tieto komunikacie vytvaraju vztahy medzi medzi “susedmi” a drzia celok pokope.

Avsak predosle spomenuté body su viacmenej otazkou prezentacie a podla mojho nazoru
neovplyviuju projekt a Alexine ambicie.

Gratulujem k dobrému projektu.
Hodnotim znamkou A.

Max Kahlen
Dyvik Kahlen Architects, Londyn

Preklad z anglického originalu: Alexandra Kvasnicova
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